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MISSION STATEMENT

“Glorify God, Share the Love of Jesus, Do Good works thru Service.”

Church Web Site: WWW.STDAVIDSLUTHERAN.ORG
Church Office: 814.479.4110

The Messenger-February 2026

“Stewardship of Love, Family, Church, Community”

March Messenger
The deadline is Monday, February 16



http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/
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FROM THE PASTOR.....

The decorations are done and put away for another year. The Christmas trees are out at the curb
awaiting pick-up to become mulch for our flowerbeds. Christmas is over and we have gone from infant
Jesus in the manger to an adult Jesus being baptized. For three Sundays in January and two Sundays in
February, we will be in the Season of Epiphany. It is in the season of Epiphany, we have the beginning
of Jesus’ ministry and concluding with his transfiguration before Peter, James and John.

One of the first things Jesus does is to call his first entourage of disciples, Peter, Andrew, James,
and John, all fishermen. Definitely not your seminary-educated group of people. These men are not the
educated elites of society; they are men who used to hard, back-breaking work of casting and hauling
nets, working long hours, and living life on the edge because their earnings are dependent upon the size
of their catch. BUT, they dropped everything, left everything they knew to be Jesus’ first disciples.

The ELCA and many faith traditions are at a cross-roads: How does the Church today raise up
spiritual leaders to proclaim the Gospel Good News of Jesus Christ? The challenges of raising up people
who will lead our congregations have as many sides as a stop-sign.

The last Gospel of passage for January was Jesus calling his first disciples, Peter, Andrew, James,
John. Often, this Sunday is considered vocation Sunday in the Catholic Church where single men are
encouraged to consider entering seminary to become priests.

Luther talked about the Priesthood of all believers where we are all joined to the priesthood of
Christ by our baptisms. And vocation is not strictly tied to whether or not one becomes an ordained
pastor. Luther understood vocation as that which where we use our God-given talents and gifts to best
serve God and community in our employed work. Luther also believed that all work was valued by God
whether one was a ditchdigger, a tradesman like a printer, a prince, or a priest.

The Church, Lutheran, Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, etc. is in dire need of men and women
who sense and hear God calling them to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. Many are put off by the
idea of relocating their families to attend seminary. Many cannot afford to spend the sums of money or
take on student loans to finance the cost of a seminary education (Tuition for a full-time seminary student
is around $18,000/year). How does one afford to do this when there is a significant loss of income to
pay the everyday bills? And then there is the length of time spent obtaining a Master’s of Divinity degree,
three years of in-class education and a 12-month internship. Many candidates for ordination cannot
easily move to another geographical region of the United States to take a call for a list of reasons as long
as an arm and a leg. No longer can people be like Peter and his companions who up and left family and
work to follow Jesus. Lastly, there is the cost to a congregation of calling a full-time pastor; costs like
salary & housing allowance, medical insurance if the spouse does not have coverage through work,
pension, and other miscellaneous expenses.

Continues on next page
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Yet the need is still there. Congregations want, need, and deserve to hear God’s Word preached,
the Sacraments administered, pastoral care given, and the faithful nurtured in their faith formation. The
ELCA has created a program called T.E.E.M. (Theological Education for Emerging Ministries); many
people who are enrolled in candidacy are using this process today. It allows a person to be in the process
of becoming a Minster of Word and Sacrament without the cost of moving and continue to stay employed
at their current work. A person enters into the candidacy process with their synod, completes a series of
thirteen seminary classes consisting of one-week intensive sessions and assignments, serves as a worship
leader in a congregation with a small stipend, and completes an internship. Some classes are in-person,
and some are online ZOOM classes. When the thirteen classes are successfully completed, the person
receives a Certificate of Theological Education. Successful completion of the internship and candidacy
allows the person to be called and ordained. This is a bare-bones and simplified explanation of the
T.E.E.M. program and | may be missing some parts to it. The Allegheny Synod and United Lutheran
Seminary offer financial support for people enrolled in the T.E.E.M. program.

Perhaps you are one who has heard God calling you to be and do more than sit in a pew on a
Sunday morning. Perhaps you are one who has heard God calling you to this Ministry of Word and
Sacrament but couldn’t see a path forward because of your current life situation. If you are this person,
I am willing to sit with you in conversation, prayer, and discernment. Please feel free to reach out to me.

Gratefully,

Tastor Mk W Sisohhor

é\ASH

Wedne sday

February 18™, 2026
1:30 & 7:00PM Worship/Communion

SNES, », Mid-Week Lenten Soup & Sandwich
> Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 18"™. We will have a Soup and Sandwich meal
beginning on February 25" through March 25", Pastor Mark is looking at a Series titled “ Witness
”»P/,, UC‘ at the Cross, A Beginners Guide to Holy Friday” by Dr. Amy Jill Levine, a New Testament professor
at Vanderbilt School of Theology. The books dives into the people present at Jesus’ crucifixion. Dinner will
begin at 5:30PM; the devotional time will begin around 6:15PM and last until 7:00PM-ish. If you find
making the mealtime is a challenge, that’s ok. You are still welcome to come for the devotional time (Brown
bagging is allowed). We have secured 20 copies of the book; the cost is $6.00. If you would like a copy,
please see Pastor Mark by Ash Wednesday. If more copies are needed, we will order more.

We are in need of volunteers to supply the soup & sandwiches each week. Meals will be held on
Wednesday, February 25", March 4™, 11" 18" & 25™. You can sign up on the sheets available in the
narthex.

c ns During Lent adult choir practice will be held from 7:00-8:00 PM and bell choir practice
1| |n from 8:00-9:00PM
L/)ac/(ce



10

11

12

13

14

15

17

19

Birthdays

Braeden Black
Scott Cable
Melissa Jones

Brian McKenzie

James Bennett

Neil Kaufman***2000 Cambridge Dr. Rm
521, Davidsville PA 15928

Greg Lilly

Shirley Donitzen*** 2930 Carpenters Park
Road Davidsville, PA 15928

Jusdan Griffith

Jeff Rowe

Norah McKool

Sara Whetzel

Moonyene Kegg***585 W Campus Ave,
Hollsopple PA 15935

Von Parkins

Sue Risch

Matthew Svencer

Connor Adams

Don Gray

Christopher Noon

Mary E. Summits

Kerry Horner

Eric Kotch

Kari Ricotta

Danielle Shaffer

Wendy Griffith

Molly Hunsberger

Eric Naugle

Bradley Stayrook

Bobbi Jo Allison

Barry Springer***1600 Cambridge Drive
Apt# 212 Davidsville, PA 15928

Gracie Moore

Nathan Thomas

Janet Lynam ***730 Furnace Street
Cumberland, MD 21502

Landon Reckner

Christopher Tresnicky

Sonya Andrews

Rita Horner

Cindy Glovach

20

21

21

23
24

26

27

28

29

James McCormick

Kyle Siehl

Joesph Spry

Leonard Kmett*** 140 Hillside Drive
Hollsopple, PA 15935

Michael Mastillo

Steven Miller

Gemma Studer

Sara Bonness

Allie Harrington

Larry Mummert***1037 Oakridge Drive,
Johnstown, PA 15904

Kendra Frick

Gwen Mollers

Elle Mowery

Bill Bergman

Stacey Monnich

Marsha Parkins

Sarah Fetterman

Stephen Lindberg

Vicki Ott

Patricia Spry

Michelle Cuturilo

Sally Gavin

Maria Hart

Jill Mitchell

Frederick Moyer ***129 Venago Trail,
Davidsville, PA 15928

Jeannine Smith***1000 Vista Dr.
Apt#803, Davidsville, PA 15928
Lea Harker

If we’ve missed you, please let us know so we
can recognize you properly!

{35/\

***Please remember the following
people with a card as they remember
their 80+ birthdays. Please contact the
church office (814-479-4110) for
additions or corrections.


https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=1600%20Cambridge%20Drive%20Apt#%20212%20Davidsville,%20PA%2015928
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=1600%20Cambridge%20Drive%20Apt#%20212%20Davidsville,%20PA%2015928

The Annual Team Reports deadline
will be Friday, Febmo\rj 13th,

Team leaders please have your

reports emadiled to
stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net

. 8t. David’s Church monthly donation to
! the St. Francis Sharing & Caring Food

Pantry is boxed macaroni & cheese.
Please remember to grab several boxes,
the next time at the store, and place
them in the wooden crate in the narthex. Thank
you for your faithful commitment to this
ministry!

Want to make St. David’s your
church family? Please fill out the
pew pads and drop in the offering
plate or you can speak with any
council member about joining St.
David’s Lutheran Church.

Sonya Andrews (President)
Rachel Thomas-Kimmel (Vice President)
Angie McKool (Secre’car:,)
Kristie Byer, Jeff Edsh, Lynn McDaniel
Sue Risch, Patty Rullo, Doug Shrader,
Lois Tessari & Paul Weygandt

[CT=Re J= |

TS KA
Interim Pastor Mark Fischer
pastormarkfischer@gmail.com
717-870-4757 (cell)

Brett Merberger, Minister of Music
bmerberger @gmail.com
Brian Byer, Financial Secretary
finance@stdavidslutheran.org
Jessica Brewer, Office Secretary
stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net
www.stdavidslutheran.org
814-479-4110 (church office)
Brad Kaufman, Custodian

If you have a change of

Update y g

your .~ address, phone number or
email please call the church

office 814-479-4110 or email

stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net so we can update
our records.

\@ ‘* 4 2026 ALTAR FLOWER CHART is
£ located on the wall across from

» * the bulletin board. The cost is

- ‘H O‘ " $40.00 per vase. Fill out what is to
be printed in the announcement sheet on the
chart. On Sundays following the 10:30 AM service
you make take the Altar flowers. If there is anyone
that has signed up for flowers in remembrance of
aloved one and does not want the flowers, please
mark “Take to LVV” on the chart by Sunday
morning. Please return the white containers from
the flower arrangements by Friday. PREPAYMENT
OF ALTAR FLOWERS IS REQUIRED.

\ééf

, Our teams are looking
‘ for some additional
team members for any

* | of the ministry teams at
T EA M M } N } S T RY St. David’s (Finance,
GIFTED TO SERVE Stewardship,
Communication,
Property, Fellowship, Service, Worship & Music,
Altar Guild, Children & Youth, Emergency &
Learning,) please reach out to the chair of the team
or you contact the church secretary at 814.479.4110
or email stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net

\\* E .G, SIGNUp for St. David’s Online Giving
o L/ by going to the church website
< " *Z www.stdavidslutheran.org click on
O. [ sy GIVE, click on SIGN IN. You will need

bj to register for a new account. Once
you are registered you can give to the General Budget
(unified) Capital Campaign or Endowment Fund using a
credit card or bank account. You may also choose to
make your gift recurring.


mailto:stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net
http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/
mailto:pastormarkfischer@gmail.com
mailto:bmerberger@gmail.com
mailto:finance@stdavidslutheran.org
http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/

tﬁ DY Evangelical Lutheran

\% 5}0 Church in America
ELCA Congregational Report 2025

Child Baptisms
Nova Lee Horner

First Communion-April 20

(Easter Sunday)
Norah Jean McKool

Juniper Soleil Mishler
Rustin James Studer
Aria Marie Miller
Amari Michael LaRue
Harper Grace Lilly (May 25)

May 4, 2025-Confirmation
Matthew David Desort
Molly Elizabeth Hunsberger
Mesa Sage Mishler
Grace Marie Mitchell
Rachel Kaylynn Pile

Deaths
Josephine Spangler
David J. Brotz
Emils S. Bolha Jr.
Ronald Tessari
David Barabas
Emily ]. Sprowls
Nathan Guy (Mudd) Stevens
Joseph Tamburini

New Members Received /Transfers
Keli K. Williams

Paul Weygandt
Brandon, Jackie & Griffen Stevanus
Robert Herbold III
Alex & Melissa Pozun
Hadley, Harper & Hudson Pozun
Jerry & Ruth Pozun

Removed/Transfer Out

Jack Punchur
Brady, Karen, Drake & Dane Rouser

814-479-7390

Jennifer Percinsky: Director
learningplacestdavids@gmail.com
Madison Bebee, Asst. Group Supervisor
Felica Beglin: Asst. Group Supervisor
Pam Carhart: Asst. Group Supervisor
Stephanie Castro, Asst. Group Supervisor
Halie Griffie, Asst. Group Supervisor
Brianna Mohle: Asst. Group Supervisor
Gina Yacynych: Preschool 3 lead teacher
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St. David's would like to wish our friend

Alexa a very Happy Birthday!

We have been really busy here at the Learning
Place with learning how to read, write, and
sign the alphabet. We are also focusing on our
numbers, shapes, and colors. Lots of hands-
on projects and activities are also being
completed!

s OPEN
_§» HOUSE

PRESCHOOL,
We will be holding an open house on March
12th 5:30-7pm for anyone interested in our
Preschool 3 or Preschool 4 Program.

ST. DAVID’S LEARNING PLACE
BOARD MEMBERS
Jerrod Cannistraci* Cathy Lilly
Cindy Liska*Mary Helen Hruska
Patty Rullo*Linda Shrader*Becky Robinson


mailto:learningplacestdavids@gmail.com

St. David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Davidsville, PA 15928
Council Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2026

Call to Order / Biblical Reflection and Prayer

Meeting was called to order @ 6:32 PM.
Prayer was led by Pastor Fischer.

Approval of Minutes / November 20, 2025 meeting

Approval of minutes via e-mail occurred on
December 2, 2025.

Attendees / Excused Absences

Agenda

Guests

Present members: Lauren Bungard, Jeff Eash,
Pastor Fischer, Cathy Lilly, Greg Lilly, Lynn
McDaniel, Angie McKool, Sue Risch, Patty Rullo,
Doug Shrader, Lois Tessari, Rachel Thomas-
Kimmel, Paul Weygandt, and Jack Winters.
Absent members: Sonya Andrews and Kristie
Byer

Motion to approve the agenda, was made by
Rachel Thomas-Kimmel and seconded by Greg
Lilly.

All in favor, none opposed, none abstained,
motion passed.

Deb Harris: Discussed concerns about the door
attendant fee being eliminated. She checked
with other churches around the area and they
are still locking doors during services. A lot of
time was spent by the Emergency Team on
setting things up to make the church safer.
Cement posts could be installed if a car driving
through is a concern or some other deterrent.
Doors to the sanctuary can also be barricaded.
Council will discuss, but has previously voted on
this item.

Brad Kaufman: Discussed issues with the heated
sidewalks in front of the main entrance. They
are not heating up to melt the ice. The pilot
light was out, which was replaced last year and
the heated sidewalks were only used one time
after. Marc’s Service looked at it and believe the
control panel is the issue, but recommended
replacing everything due to the age. The water
heater could need replaced soon; it is 12 years
old. The glycol looks like river water. The bid
was approximately $2500, but may be higher
due to unknowns such as how much glycol will
be needed. Not sure yet when the work would
be completed.

Reports

e Pastor’s report: Was provided by Pastor Fischer.

— Pastor Fischer provided staff evaluations.
Council members are to review and discuss
further at the next Council meeting.

— Vacation: Pastor Fischer will be on vacation
March 19-24, 2026 and June 28-July 12,
2026. He will arrange pastoral care and
supply pastors.

— Supply Pastor Fee: Allegheny Synod has
made it known that congregations are not
to be paying more than the designated
amount for supply pastors, which is $140.00
for one service and $190.00 for two
services.

— Mandated reporter training: Is required
every five years. It is available to take
online, which would take three hours.
Somerset County Children & Youth Services
(CYS) does not offer in-person training.
Meredith Deal from Centre Safe in State
College is willing to come here to do
training in February. She is asking for round-
trip mileage, which will be about $130.00.
Pastor Fischer will verify that volunteers are
required to take the training. If so, we need
to discuss with Jessica Brewer to determine
how many members need to take the
training.

— Mid-week Lenten services: Will cover
Witness at the Cross by Amy lJill Levine.

— Allegheny Synod Installation costs: The
Allegheny Synod has reached out to the
congregation requesting financial help to
cover the expenses of Bishop Shock’s
installation, including travel costs and to
purchase a miter and staff. Doug Shrader
stated there is money in the memorial fund
that is available.

— Motion to give $400 from the memorial
fund to the Allegheny Synod, was made
by Doug Shrader and seconded by Sue
Risch.

— Twelve in favor, none opposed, one
abstained, motion passed.

— It was discussed to move the monthly
Council meeting to earlier in the month.
Doug Shrader mentioned that Brian Byer
needs time to prepare the financial reports
and will also need to consider timing of the
Messenger deadline. Will discuss the
Messenger timing with Jessica Brewer.

e Financial Report: Was provided by Brian Byer



— Supply Pastor Fee: Brian Byer noted that
our supply pastor fee is higher than what
the Allegheny Synod is designating. We
were paying $300.00 for two services.
Council will table this and discuss at the
next Council meeting.

— Financial report: December report was
reviewed. It was noted that more was spent
on Overtime this year than we had in
donations.

— First National Bank (FNB) Credit Card points:

St. David’s has 72,000 credit card points to
purchase items. No update on this, but
Brian Byer will provide the login
information to someone on Council to look
at the available options.

— Check signers: Brian Byer will reach out to
signers to verify they are willing to continue
signing in 2026.

Service Team: Sue Risch stated the service team

is always looking for new members.
Changes needed to Council Member
assignments
e Stewardship — Lauren, Kristie — Remove
Lauren, add Doug

e Communications — Lauren, Angie —
Remove Lauren, add Sonya

e Property — Jeff — Add Paul

e Fellowship/Witness — Lynn — Add Sonya
and Lois

e Service — Patty — Add Sue

e Worship & Music — Add Sonya and Lois

e Children & Youth — Rachel, Cathy —
Remove Cathy, add Sonya

e Emergency —Jack — Remove Jack, add
Sue and Doug

e Learning — Cathy — Remove Cathy, add
Sonya

e Learning Place Board — Cathy, Patty —
Remove Cathy

e God’s Work Our Hands — Greg —
Remove Greg, add Sue

e Overtime - Lauren, Rachel, Jeff —
Remove Lauren, add Sonya

Unfinished Business:

Columbarium: Cathy Lilly stated the meeting
was postponed. Bill Bergman has volunteered

to be on the committee. Cathy Lilly will reach
out in email to pick another date.

Fellowship Hall: Updates to the Fellowship Hall
document are still being worked on.
Memorial designation: Brian Byer will reword
the language for memorial designations and
provide to Council for review.

Jessica Brewer’s concerns: Concerns were
brought up again in her staff review and to
Council members. Council discussed and
bonuses will be considered in the future when
the church budget improves.

Covenant: Cathy Lilly worked on updating the
covenant. Doug Shrader reviewed and noted
updates that are needed. She will update and
provide to Doug Shrader for review.

New Business:

Introduction of new Council members
— Election of officers
= President — Sonya Andrews was
nominated and accepted
o Allin favor, none opposed, none
abstained
= Vice President — Rachel Thomas-Kimmel
was nominated and accepted
o Allin favor, none opposed, none
abstained
= Secretary — Angie McKool was
nominated and accepted
o Allin favor, none opposed, none
abstained

Other Business/Discussions for the good of the church:

Sanctuary lights: Lois Tessari discussed the large
number of non-working sanctuary lights and
repairs may require changing lightbulbs, but
could mean replacing fixtures. Also, that Von
Parkins has offered to help with the project and
an estimate will be obtained first.

Next meeting will be January 29, 2026 at 6:30 PM.

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. Meeting was adjourned
with the Lord’s prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Lauren A. Bungard
Council Secretary
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3% February 1 (Communion) %
Acolytes- Molly Hunsberger (8); Margot Cannistraci (10:30)
Altar- Sue Risch & Kathy Carnahan (8); Sherri & Sonya Andrews (10:30)
Communion Assts-Buck Sleek & Need Velunteer (8); Wendy Figard & Sonya Andrews (10:30)
Lectors — Marna Gilman-Fischer (8); Wendy Figard (10:30)
Ushers-Buck & Pam Sleek (8); Carole Williams & Joyce Gindlesperger (10:30)
Counters- Bill & Sherri Andrews, Sonya Andrews

% February 8 (Intinction)
Acolytes-Owen Zoldey (8); Mila LaRue (10:30)
Altar- Kristie Byer (8); Pat Sleek (10:30)
Communion Assts- Bella Kotch & Need Volunteer (8); Bill Bergman & Mike Grose (10:30)
Lectors —Bella Kotch (8); Bill Bergman (10:30)
Ushers- Need Volunteers (8); Mike & Melissa Grose (10:30)
Counters-Joyce Gindlesperger, Mike & Melissa Grose

% February 15 (Intinction) 3

Acolytes-Quinn Mowery (8); Miley Tercek (10:30)
Altar-Deb Harris (8); Lou Ann Reckner (10:30)
Communion Assts- Mike & Melissa Grose (8); Jack Winters & Sonya Andrews (10:30)
Lectors —-Deb Harris (8); Cathy Lilly (10:30)
Ushers- Tom & Deb Harris (8); Jack Winters & Jeff Rowe (10:30)
Counters- Bill & Sherri Andrews, Sonya Andrews

# February 18 (Communion) 3% ASH WEDNESDAY
Acolytes- Need Volunteer (1:30); Need Volunteer (7:00)
Altar-Ronna Marisa (1:30); Need Voelunteer (7:00)

Communion Assts- Need Velunteers (1:30); Patty Rullo & Linda Shrader (7:00)
Lectors — Ronna Marisa (1:30); Patty Rullo (7:00)

Ushers- Leo & Ronna Marisa (1:30); Doug & Linda Shrader (7:00)

Counters- Joyce Gindlesperger, Doug & Linda Shrader

#February 22 (Communion) 3%
Acolytes-Rachel Pile (8); Solomon Tresnicky (10:30)
Altar- Ronna Marisa (8); Lynn McDaniel & Becky Robinson (10:30)
Communion Assts- Ronna Marisa & Sue Risch (8); Greg & Cathy Lilly (10:30)
Lectors — Marna Gilman-Fischer (8); Randy Whetzel (10:30)
Ushers- Joe & Sue Risch (8); Greg & Cathy Lilly (10:30)
Counters- Lou Ann Reckner, Ronna Marisa & Jean Magdelinic




